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buffer shall remain in its natural,
undisturbed, state of vegetation until
all land-disturbing activities on the
construction site are completed.
Once the final stabilization of the site
is achieved, a buffer may be thinned
or trimmed of vegetation as long as a
protective vegetative cover remains
to protect water quality and aquatic
habitat and a natural canopy is left in
sufficient quantity to keep shade on
the stream bed: provided, however,
that any person constructing a
single—family residence, when such
residence is constructed by or under
contract with the owner for his or her
own occupancy, may thin or trim
vegetation in a buffer at any time as
long as protective vegetative cover
remains to protect water quality and
aquatic habitat and a natural canopy
is left in sufficient quantity to keep
shade on the stream bed; and

The buffer shall not apply to the
following land-disturbing activities,
provided that they occur at an angle,
as measured from the point of
crossing, within 25 degrees of
perpendicular to the stream; cause a
width of disturbance of not more
than 50 feet within the buffer; and
adequate erosion control measures
are incorporated into the project
plans and specifications and are
implemented: (i) Stream crossings for
water lines; or (ii) Stream crossings
for sewer lines; and

No land-disturbing activities shall be
conducted within a buffer and a
buffer shall remain in its natural,
undisturbed, state of vegetation until
all land-disturbing activities on the
construction site are completed.
Once the final stabilization of the site
is achieved, a buffer may be thinned
or trimmed of vegetation as long as a
protective vegetative cover remains
to protect water quality and aquatic
habitat; provided, however, that any
person constructing a single—family
residence, when such residence is
constructed by or under contract
with the owner for his or her own
occupancy, may thin or trim
vegetation in a buffer at any time as
long as protective vegetative cover
remains to protect water quality and
aquatic habitat; and

b. The buffer shall not apply to
crossings for utility lines that cause a
width of disturbance of not more
than 50 feet within the buffer,
provided, however, that adequate
erosion control measures are
incorporated into the project plans
and specifications and such measures
are fully implemented.

c.  The buffer shall not apply to any
tand-disturbing activity conducted
pursuant to and in compliance with a
valid and effective land-disturbing
permit issued subsequent to April 22,
2014, and prior to December 31,
2015; provided, however, that
adequate erosion control measures
are incorporated into the project
plans and specifications and such
measures are fully implemented or
any lot for which the preliminary plat
has been approved prior to
December 31, 2015 if roadways,
bridges, or water and sewer lines
have been extended to such lot prior
to the effective date of this Act and if
the requirement to maintain a 25 foot
buffer would consume at least 18
percent of the high ground of the
platted lot otherwise available for
development; provided, however,
that adequate erosion control
measures are incorporated into the
project plans and specifications and
such measures are fully
implemented.

d. Activities where the area within the
buffer is not more than 500 square feet or that
have a “Minor Buffer Impact” as defined in
391-3-7-.01(r), provided that the total area of
buffer impacts is less than 5,000 square feet
are deemed to have an approved buffer
variance by rule. Bank stabilization structures
are not eligible for coverage under the
variance by rule and notification shall be
made to the Division at least 14 days prior to
the commencement of land disturbing
activities.

. Nothing contained in O.C.G.A. 12-7-1 et.

seq. shall prevent any Local Issuing Authority
from adopting rules and regulations,
ordinances, or resolutions which contain
stream buffer requirements that exceed the
minimum requirements in Section IV B. & C.
of this ordinance.

The fact that land-disturbing activity for
which a permit has been issued results in
injury to the property of another shall neither



