5. Consideration of DCA Community Quality Objectives

The Department of Community Affairs (DCA) has crafted a series of objectives dealing
with a broad range of issues that concern local governments. The objectives, which are listed
below, are only recommendations, but provide local governments with a tool to guide them in the
assessment of their needs and opportunities and in the development of their implementation
activities. If they are used as such a tool by many of the local governments in their planning efforts,
these objectives also have the potential to result in consistent planning projects and goals, which
may translate into greater efficiency and a better quality of life for the residents. This section
contains an analysis of the consistency of the community’s current policies, activities, and
development patterns with the Quality Community Objectives, and recommends related best

practices as provided by DCA.

Quality Community Objective

Notes on consistency with
Comprehensive Plan for Lowndes County
and the City of

1. Economic Prosperity

Encourage development or expansion of
businesses and industries that are suitable
for the community. Factors to consider when
determining suitability include: job skills
required; long-term sustainability; linkages to
other economic activities in the region; impact
on the resources of the area; and prospects
for creating job opportunities that meet the
needs of a diverse local workforce.

Community activities, including economic
development efforts, are consistent with this
objective.

Recommended best practices:

e Downtown Business Resource Center
Business Incubator

Downtown program

Job Center

Workforce Training

2. Resource Management

Promote the efficient use of natural resources
and identify and protect environmentally
sensitive areas of the community. This may
be achieved by promoting energy efficiency
and renewable energy generation;
encouraging green building construction and
renovation; utilizing appropriate waste
management techniques; fostering water
conservation and reuse; or setting
environmentally sensitive areas aside as
green space or conservation reserves.

Land use element and goals and policies
related to natural resources are consistent
with this objective.

Recommended best practices:

e Pervious paving

¢ Riparian buffers

e Water resource protection

¢ Green government practices
e Green Space Plan
e Heat Mitigation
e Recycling Program
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